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MOTIVE OF COSSACK MODE OF LIFE IN THE WORKS OF SANDZHI BALYKOV (ON THE MATERIAL OF THE NOVEL
“ZALAMDZHA”)

Summary

The article analyzes the motive of the Cossack mode of life in the works of an outstanding
representative of Kalmyk literary Diaspora, a publicist, a journalist, a public figure, an officer of
the Cossack regiment of the Don army, a participant of the Civil War in Russia, a bearer of living
history belonging to the first wave of Russian emigration. As a result of an objective study of
definite specific features of the traditional way of life of Don Kalmyks-Cossacks in the works of
S.Balykov, the pattern of the writer's appeal to the realities of the traditional Cossack mode of life
of Don Kalmyks is examined, the principles of its representation on the material of the novel
“Zalamdzha” are revealed, a variety of phenomena related to the the most important concepts of
everyday life, mode of life and foundations of the Don Cossacks-Kalmyks are analyzed. The
realities of the national mode of life and the foundations of Kalmyk Cossacks are fully reflected
in the writer's works. The consideration of preceding events having made an impact on the writer's
works and his interaction with common-literary process gives us reasons to presume the extreme
importance of historical cultural phenomena, the reflection of which has become the result of S.
Balykov's immediate flashbacks.

Keywords: literature of Kalmyk Diaspora, Sandzhi Balykov, novel “Zalamdzha”, Don Kalmyks-
Cossacks, motive of Cossack mode of life.

Resumen

El articulo analiza el motivo del modo de vida cosaco en las obras de un destacado representante
de la diaspora literaria de Kalmyk, un publicista, un periodista, una figura publica, un oficial del
regimiento cosaco del ejército del Don, un participante de la Guerra Civil. en Rusia, portador de
una historia viva perteneciente a la primera ola de emigracion rusa. Como resultado de un estudio
objetivo de las caracteristicas especificas definidas de la forma de vida tradicional de Don
Kalmyks-Cossacks en las obras de S. Balykov, el patron de apelacion del escritor a las realidades
del modo de vida tradicional cosaco de Don Kalmyks es examinado, se revelan los principios de
su representacion sobre el material de la novela “Zalamdzha”, se analizan una variedad de
fendmenos relacionados con los conceptos mas importantes de la vida cotidiana, modo de vida y
fundamentos de los Don Cossacks-Kalmyks. Las realidades del modo de vida nacional y los
cimientos de los cosacos de Kalmyk se reflejan plenamente en las obras del escritor. La
consideracion de eventos precedentes que han tenido un impacto en la obra del escritor y su
interaccion con el proceso literario comin nos da razones para presumir la extrema importancia
de los fenémenos culturales histéricos, cuyo reflejo se ha convertido en el resultado de los
flashbacks inmediatos de S. Balykov.

Palabras clave: literatura de la diaspora de Kalmyk, Sandzhi Balykov, novela “Zalamdzha”, Don
Kalmyks-Cossacks, motivo del modo de vida cosaco.

Introduccion

The revealing and study of characteristics of the traditional way of life of sub-ethnic groups are
the most important components in the preservation and development of the national culture
including literary art. The study of Sandzhi Balykov's (1894-1943) works is due to insufficient
scientific status in Kalmykology and need for a more detailed research of Cossack motives in the
writings of an outstanding representative of Kalmyk literary Diaspora, a publicist, a journalist, a
public figure, an officer of the Cossack regiment of the Don army, a participant of the Civil War
in Russia, a bearer of living history belonging to the first wave of Russian emigration.

The literary works of Sandzhi Balykov date back to the beginning of the Civil War in
Russia. He was an exceptionally talented person who had great authority both in the field of socio-
political activity with Kalmyk and Cossack clerisy in exile and in the field of literature (Balykov,
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2013). The years of emigration 1920-1930-s have become one of the most rewarding periods of
his journalistic, literary and cultural activity.

Insufficient coverage of the topic is to a great extent connected with the fact that scientists
have relatively recently embarked on a study of the works of the Kalmyk emigrant writer S.B.
Balykov that came to light among native readers only in the 1990-2000-s.

Furthermore, the significance of the work under discussion is caused both by the current
situation of the Cossacks in our country, the revival of which was largely intensified at the close
of XX-th — beginning of XXI-st centuries, and by an ever increasing interest of scientists and
members of general public in the most serious areas of concern of the Cossack's development. At
the present time the study of the history of the development of ethnic and social groups of
population of the south of Russia, including Kalmyk ethnic group, particularly foregrounds the
preferred issue (Ochirova, 2019).

The scientific novelty of the study is determined by a comprehensive approach to the
analysis of the most important ideas of Cossack life, their mode of life, and the foundations of
Don Kalmyks in S. Balykov's works. The aim of the research consists in an objective study of
definite specific features of the traditional way of life of Don Kalmyks-Cossacks in the writings
of S. Balykov. The aim of the research predetermined the solving of the following objectives: to
consider the pattern of S. Balykov's appeal to the realities of the traditional Cossack mode of life
of Don Kalmyks and to reveal the principles of its representation in his writings, to analyze a
variety of phenomena related to the the most important concepts of everyday life, mode of life
and foundations of the Don Cossacks-Kalmyks.

Methods

The main methodological research principles are historical-literary, comparative-typological,
systematic and biographical methods of analysis and a method of literary interpretation, which
give an opportunity to solve the tasks set in the work. Also, the project takes into account historical
principle since the object is being considered within a definite historical context. This manifested
in their interpretation of the “multicultural” writer’s creative method, reliving their childhood
years, and introducing the reader to the history of their homeland using new literary devices
(Gilfanova et al, 2020). The scientific equity is expressed in attracting existing sources on the
issues and systematic approach to the analyzed material.

It stands to reason that the study of the history of the development of contemporary
Kalmyk literature will not be objective without reference to the literary activity of Kalmyk clerisy
who found themselves in exile as a result of a series of socio-political events in the country. In
recent decades there has been a clear interest of researchers in this issue.

The writer's works are on a reasonable basis the object of attention of Kalmyk and
domestic researchers, particularly literary scholars, linguists, historians, sociologists, etc. A series
of contributions in recent decades is dedicated to the issues of literary and social activity of S.B.
Balykov — Sh.N. Balinov (Balinov, 1976), A. Bormanzhinov (Bormanzhinov, 1998;
Bormanzhinov, 2004), R.A. Dzhambinova (Dzhambinova, 2003), B.A. Bicheev (Bicheev, 1991),
to the history of Kalmyk emigration — A.T. Goryaev, I.V. Borisenko (Goryaev & Borisenko,
1998), P.E. Alekseeva (Alekseeva, 2010; Alekseeva, 1995; Alekseeva, 2006), D.A.
Sharmandzhiev (Sharmandzhiev, 2013), E-B.M. Guchinova (Guchinova, 2004), A.T. Bayanova
(Bayanova, 2013), to some issues of preservation of national traditions — D.Yu. Topalova
(Topalova, 2015), to rites and ritual folklore — T.G. Basangova (Basangova, 2015), to Don
dialectisms and South Russian lexicon in the writer's prose of A.A. Burykin (Burykin, 2006) and
others.
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In modern literary criticism the investigations of K.G. Ivanov (lvanov, 2014), V.V.
Kondratjeva (Kondratjeva, & Larionova, 2015), M.Ch. Larionova (Larionova, 2018) are devoted
to the Cossack theme in the works of Russian writers.

Nowadays in the Russian historiography there are no works devoted to the analysis of a
motive of Cossack mode of life, which is dominant in the context of different motivational
invariants of Sandzhi Balykov's works, as well as special monographic studies on the writer's
literary works. At the same time, in Sandzhi Balykov's writings the issue of expressing everyday
details, of realities of everyday life of Kalmyks as a part of an ethnosocial group localized in time
and space, representing the Don Cossack culture, requires special attention.

Discussion

It happened historically that the part of Kalmyks who came to the Don in the XVIIth century
settled in those places joining Don Cossack troops. Such factors as accedence to the Cossacks, a
sedentary lifestyle had made a beneficial impact on the social situation and by the end of the
XIXth — the early XXth centuries Don Kalmyks stood out from the rest of Kalmyks for a
significant number of ethnic clerisy and the Buddhist clergy. At that time there were 13 Kalmyk
Cossack villages in the Don Army Region, the male population of which except for highly
positioned clergy representatives were obligatorily called for a draft in Cossack troops.

Cossack mode of life is considered to be a unique and specific environment where
military, nomadic, religious and philosophical attitude to life are closely intertwined.
Consequently, for some writers mode of life becomes a specific life sphere, a facet of a person's
test in which everyday life is often associated with “existence”, and acute issues of time are
suddenly revealed behind simple down-to-earth problems (lvanov, 2014). The problem of
national identity is combined with the concepts of national stereotype, ethno-, auto- and hetero-
images (Srukova et al, 2019).

In S. Balykov's writings the world of the Kalmyk Cossacks is expressed through the
image of the steppe before the Civil War: «3meiikoii cpeOpodentyiyaToil JICHUBO I10OJI3ET
n3BUIMCTHIN Cal 1Mo KaHMLIHKOﬁ CTCIN. CyXOC ABIXaHbE aCTPAXaHCKUX IIECKOB YBJIAXHACT 31€CH
peka. COHHO M O€3MATEIKHO, IO BEKOBLIM TPOIAM TedeT Ku3Hb B Kammeikoi cremm». (The
winding Sal is lazily crawling like a snake with silver scale across the Kalmyk steppe. The dry
breath of Astrakhan sands is moistened by the river here. Life in the Kalmyk steppe is flowing
along centuries-old paths drowsily and serenely) (Balykov, 2013).

A special zest and solemnity is conveyed through the religious world view of the Don
Kalmyks-Cossacks: «I'ereH B KalIMBILIKO# CTaHUIIE — OOJIBIIOE IIPa3IHUYHOE COOBITHE, HA MHOTO
JIECATKOB BEPCT B OKPYKHOCTH. B 3TOT IeHL B Ty CTaHMILY, TJ¢ MPOMCXOAMUT OOIICHAPOIHOE
MoOJIeOCTBHE, 10T PYKOBOJCTBOM XYPYJIBHOI'O JYXOBEHCTBA, Che3KAeTCI MHOKECTBO Hapoaa U3
OIIDKHUX U JATbHUX CTAHMII, CO BCeX CTENMHBIX Komapy. (Gegen in the Kalmyk village is a great
festive event for many dozens of miles around. On that day a lot of people from near and distant
villages, from all the steppe lambing barns come to the village where the national litany takes
place directed by the khurul clergy) (Balykov, 2013).

The spatial centre in the novel “Zalamdzha” is a house and a farm of an old Kalmyk
horse-breeder that are located above the spacious flooded estuary which had formed a deep curve
of the river Sal. Judging by the signs outlined by the author, the economic situation on the farm
is rather successful: «Ku3np B xomape y>xe KUITUT YTPEHHEH CyeTOl: B KOHIONTHAX UAET yOopKa
YHOPSXKHBIX, €300BbIX U PEMOHTHBIX nomaﬂeﬁ, B 633}/ A0AT KOPOB, NTUYHHUILIA, pACChIlas H3
nepeaHrukKa KopM, rpOMKO CO3bIBACT pa36peuaroumxc;1 IoTum, a CTapBIﬁ KIIFOYHHUK A3BaH, Trpems
OTPOMHOM CBS3KOW OOJBIINX KITFOUEH, OTBOPSIET JIBEPH CKJIAJIOB, MTOrpeOOB U aM0apoB, BeIIaBas
KyXapKaM TpeX KyXOHb — OeJIol, YepHOH 1 X0341cKoi — THeBHBIe TpoAyKTeD» (Life in the lambing
barn is humming in the morning bustle: the stables for hackneys, riding horses and remounts are
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being cleaned, cows are being milked in the farmyard, a poultry woman scattering food from her
apron is loudly calling wandering birds together, and an old key-keeper Azvan rattling a huge
bunch of keys is opening the doors of  warehouses, cellars and barns giving out daily products
to kitchen maids of three kitchens — white, black and master's ones) (Balykov, 2013).

In connection with traditional folk beliefs house is identified with family and hearth:
«CeMmbst y AnydoBa MalieHbKas: OH, JK€Ha M JI0Yhb 3ajamKa, OT IEPBOM MOKOWHOM KEHBD»
(Adychov's family is small: he, his wife and his deceased first wife's daughter Zalamdzha)
(Balykov, 2013).

Illustrating everyday routine the author focuses on a generalized description of household
life where the religious aspect plays an important role: «XeHa, HarmoJIHUB KOMHATy THOETCKUM
ONaroBOHHBIM KypeHbEM, CHAWT, TOAIMOsICAHHAS TOMYOBIM KyIIaKkoM, Iepes] OOKHUIleH 3a
YTPEeHHEN MOJIUTBOM M KPYTHT PacMCaHHBIA THOETCKUMHU OyKBaMH CepeOpSHbIN MOJTUTBEHHBINH
Oapaban — ‘kypzae’» (Having filled the room with Tibetan incense smoking, his wife encircled
with a blue girdle is sitting in front of an image case for matins winding a silver prayer wheel
ornamented with Tibetan letters — kyurde).

A special emphasis in the work is laid to the tradition of a common family feast. It should
be noted that much attention is paid to a balanced nutrition with the use of fresh and various food
stuff: «ManouncieHHOCTh ceMbu TArOTHT 11laBenst, © OH MOOUT, YTOOBI 3a CTOJIOM ObLIa BCS
cembs. CTon y AJydoBa OOMJIBHBIA M CHITHBIA. [IOpSIOK €bl Y HEro CBOW: IJIaBHAas eia y
Any4oBa yTpoM, 001 HECKOJIBKO Jierde, a y'KUH COBCeM Jierkuit. [1oaToMy Ha yTpeHHEM CTOJIe
y IlaBens nmomarOT BCe — M XOJOJAHYIO KapEHYIO NTHUIly, U TOpsSYYyl0 SIMYHMIYY C KOIYEHOMH
CBUHHMHOM, 1 )KapeHOT0 B CMETaHE ca3aHa, U HApE3aHHYIO OapaHUHy B ropsiaeM OyIIbOHE C JIYKOM,
U XOJIOJHBIX PEUYHBIX PaKOB, 4Yall KaJMBIIKUN, BeCh B KalMauyHbIX pBaHIAX U MaxXHYLIUN
MYCKaTOM, 9ail pyCCKHi, Kode, CTUBKH, TOMAIIHee TTeYCHbBE.

3a TycTo M OOMIEHO YCTABJIICHHBIM YTPEHHUM CTOJIOM, KaXKIBIA YI€H CEMBU €CT TO, YTO
€My IIOHPaBHUTCA. Xo3siika HEeM3MEHHO HauWHaeT C 4YallKu KaJIMBIOKOTO 4Yasd C KPYUYCHBIMU
OoprpikaMu. 3alaMpka MheT Kode co cnuBKamu W medeHbeM. A IllaBenb mOOWUT BEBITUTH
HAaTOIIaK OOJBIIYIO PIOMKY OCIIOTOJIOBOM BOJIKH, 3aKyCHB ITAPOIl XOJOIHBIX PAKOB, a TOTOM yKe
epeXoauT K OapaHuHe ¢ 1ykoM B Oyiporey. (Small number of family members weighs on Shavel
as he loves to have the whole family at the table. Aduchov's table is hearty and nutritious. He has
his own order of food: he has his main meal in the morning, his lunch is much lighter, and the
dinner is very light. Therefore everything is served on the morning table — cold fried bird, hot
fried eggs with smoke-dried pork and fried in sour cream carp, and chopped mutton in hot broth
with onions, and cold crayfish, Kalmyk tea smelling with nutmeg, Russian tea, coffee, cream and
homemade cookies.

Sitting at the densely and plentifully laid morning table each family member eats what
he/she likes. The hostess invariably begins with a cup of Kalmyk tea with twisted bortsoks.
Zalamdzha drinks white coffee with cookies. And Shavel likes to lower a big glass of white-
headed vodka on an empty stomach, biting after a couple of cold crayfish and then goes on to a
lamb with onions in the broth) (Balykov, 2013).

Without doubt, the motive of the economic work of the Don Kalmyks is related to the
traditional way of life of nomads, from the earliest times engaged in cattle breeding, represented
in S. Balykov's writings as key branches of animal husbandry: «IlepBbiM 107r0OM OH 3ae3XKaeT K
yabanam. OH JFOOUT MNOCMOTPECTD, KaK MATUTBICAYHAA OTapa OBCI, O€JION MOJICTBIO MIpUHAKPHIB
AOJIMHY, MUPHO ITAaCCTCA 1O HaGJ’IIOI[CHI/IeM HEIIOABUKHBIX 4a0aHoOB C JJIMHHBIMHA «T'€PJIbITaMU»
3a IJIe4aMu.

JloBONBHBIHA, YTO TOAPA3HUI PEBHUBOTO OBIeBOAa, lllaBens exer Ha TaOyHHBIN OTBOJ,
e TBICIYHBINA Ta6YH JOCKHUX KOHeﬁ, pa36I/IBH_II/ICL Ha JCCATKH KOCSIKOB, 06eperaeMHX
rapiyIorMH jkepedlamMu, pa3opeuch o caMoMy TYYHOMY MacTOMIILY.
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[Mocne taOyna IllaBenb ener kK TypTOBIIMKAM, MPOE3KAET MUMO XJI€OOB, OCMATPHBACT
CKHPJIBI CEHa, TIOJIOBBI M COJIOMBI, pa30poCcaHHbIC MO y4acTKy BOKpYT kosoaiesy (First things first
he calls on shepherds. He likes to watch a five-thousand herd of sheep, having covered the valley
with white bedding, peacefully grazing under the supervision of motionless shepherds with big
“gerlygs” behind them.

Satisfied with having teased the jealous sheep breeder, Shavel goes to herd branch where
the herd of thousand Don horses, breaking into dozens of shoals, guarded by prancing stallions
scattered across the most fat pasture.

After the herd Shavel goes to cattle drovers, drives past wheats, examines hey, chaff and
straw stacks scattered around the wells) (Balykov, 2013).

The author draws a kind of parallel between ordinary life realities and military service
reflecting the essence of the Cossack attitude who should be at any moment ready to pull away
from peaceful life and enter the fight with enemy (Ivanov 2014, 242). Thus in S. Balykov's work
a traditional motive of the Cossack service is manifested: « — Hy, cvinok, da 6yoem mebe na
cyacmve meou KOHb, — HECKOJIbKO NMOPHCECMBEHHO HAYAIl ll[a6€.71b, noo0xo00s KﬂaH3aHy. — Cle:)fcu
U, ¢ KOHem meoum, HCUuBbIM 300p06blﬂ/l 6036pau4aﬁc;z HA 3emiiio, 20e mol podwzc;z, u K pexkam,
600010 komopuix meos oomeieanu...» (- Well, son, let your horse be your luck, - Shavel began
somewhat solemnly approaching Danzan. - Serve and with this horse return safe and sound to the
land where you were born, to the rivers in the waters of which you were washed...) (Balykov,
2013).

This way, through the motives of habitual Cossack mode of life, S. Balykov's writings
demonstrate a tragic history of many people, the whole country and biography of several
generations — the First World War, the Civil War, the first wave of Russian emigration, etc.: «
TIOIIIJIA TYJISATH IO KAJIMBIIIKUM BO3aM CMepTh. [ OIIH JII0TM OT TOJ10/1a, X0JI0a, KOCHITH 00TaTyIo
)KaTBy 00se3HU. JIOTOHSIIN KaIMBIKOB M PE3ajii, HACHIOBAIM OOJBIICBUKH, TPaObUIIN 3eJICHBIC,
obmwkanm Oemble... Mup, Tepel KOTOPBIM KaJIMBIIIKAE TPEACTaBUTEIN Y BIACTH PEIIHIN
‘IEMOHCTPHUPOBATh BCEHAPOIHBIA XapakTep AHTHOOJBIIICBUCTCKON OOpPHOBI’, CO JHSI CBOETO
COTBOpEHUS HE BUIEN TOTOOHBIX Y’KacOB B KU3HU OJTHOTO HAPOa, HO OH HE HHTEPECOBAJICS dTOM
nmemoncrpareit» (And death started wandering around Kalmyk carts. People died from hunger,
cold and diseases mowed rich harvests. The Kalmyks were caught up, cut and raped by the
Bolsheviks, robbed by the green, and offended by the white. The world before which the Kalmyk
authorities decided to ‘demonstrate the nationwide character of anti-Bolsheviks' struggle' since
the day of its creation has not seen such horrors in the life of one ethnic group, that wasn't
interested in such a demonstration) (Balykov, 2013).

Sandzhi Balykov who went through the Civil War, and then found himself in the first
wave of emigration, has not seen the wide Zadonian steppe any longer, but he conveyed all his
deepest feelings — pain for his fellow-countrymen, yearning for his native land, fidelity to the
Cossacks' tradition through autobiographical motives that were close and understandable to his
lyrical hero in the novel “Zalamdzha”: «KMHOXeCTBO KaIMBIKOB BEpHYJIOCH 332 3TO BpeMs JOMOH,
1o/ pa300itHyI0 BJIACTh KOMMYHHCTOB, 1 MHOTHE M3 HHUX TOIUIATHIIMCH 3a CBOE JIOBEPHE ITOTON
BJIaCTU, MYKaMH roJjiozia, yMEpeB B CHCrax CeBEpa. HawnbGonee croiikue u HCIIOKOPHBIC TYXOM
oOpexnn ce0s Ha nanmpHeimme uyxouaHbie roas»y (Lots of Kalmyks returned home during this
period of time under the robbery Communists' authorities, and many of them paid for their trust
to dishonourable regime with torments of hunger, with their lives in southern snows. The most
hardy and rebellious doomed themselves for further years in alien lands) (Balykov, 2013).
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Results

Summing up, the realities of the national mode of life and the foundations of Kalmyk Cossacks
are fully reflected in the writer's works. The consideration of preceding events having made an
impact on the writer's works and his interaction with common-literary process gives us reasons to
presume the extreme importance of historical cultural phenomena, the reflection of which has
become the result of S. Balykov's immediate flashbacks.

Undoubtedly, in the artistic consciousness and writings of S. Balykov the Cossacks
existed as a social phenomenon and a type of mentality. The actual life of Cossacks, the richest
Cossack cultural tradition with its particular spatial symbolism and specific content, due to the
author's unschooled talent and breadth of his political views are closely intertwined with fates of
the main characters of the novel “Zalamdzha” and reflect the tragedy of Kalmyk people and the
whole country.

Conclusions

Summing up, the history of national literature is based, first of all, on the recognition of the
dialectical unity of national and international historical and literary processes from the point of
view of general literary and historical laws. Based on the specifics of individual writers and their
works, the patterns of the corresponding national literature or group of literatures are clarified.
Without the continuity of generations and the productive assimilation of the spiritual values
created by predecessors, the development of the history and culture of the people is impossible.
Prospects for further research are presented in the study of the stage of formation and formation
of Kalmyk literature, directly related to the literary activity of the Kalmyk emigration in 1920-
1940. Determining the specifics of the artistic world of the emigrant writer Sanji Balykov through
the prism of the national, everyday and socio-historical development of society of that era is an
interesting and meaningful problem that requires further reflection.
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